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EMPLOYMENT 

 
Associate Professor, Department of History (January 2019-present) 
 
Assistant Professor, Department of History (July 2012-December 2018) 

 
Affiliated with: 
Center for Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity (Core Faculty) 
American Studies Program (Committee-in-Charge Member) 
Latin American Studies (Committee-in-Charge Member) 
Modern Thought and Literature (Committee-in-Charge Member)  
Feminist, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 

 
EDUCATION 

 
PhD. in American Studies, Yale University (May, 2012) 
 

Dissertation: “Undocumented Lives: A History of Mexico-U.S. Migration, 1965-
 1986” 

 
Award: Ralph Henry Gabriel Prize for best dissertation in American Studies, American 
Studies Association, 2012 
 

M.A. and M.Phil. in American Studies, Yale University (2010) 
 
BA with General Honors, University of Chicago (2005) 

In History with Honors and in Gender Studies with Honors.   
  
PUBLICATIONS 

 

Books  

Undocumented Lives: The Untold History of Mexican Migration to the United States, (Harvard 
University Press, 2018) 

Award: Best Book Award from the Association of Humanist Sociology   



Peer Reviewed Articles 

“Offshoring Migration Control: Guatemalan Transmigrants and the Construction of Mexico 
as a Buffer Zone,” American Historical Review (revised and resubmitted). 

 “De Terruño a Terruño: Re-imagining Belonging through the Creation of Clubs Sociales,” 
The Journal of American History, (Vol. 104, No. 1: June 2017, pp. 120–142).  

 “‘Indiscriminate and Shameless Sex’: The Strategic Deployment of Sexuality by the United 
Farm Workers,” American Quarterly, (Vol 65, No. 1: March 2013, pp. 63-90). 

 

Journal Articles,  Book Reviews, and Encyclopedia Entries  
 
“Excerpt from Undocumented Lives: The Untold Story of Mexican Migration” in Journal of 
Transnational American Studies, 9(1), 2019. 
 
Review of John Weber, From South Texas to the Nation: The Exploitation of Mexican 
Labor in the Twentieth Century, Labor: Studies in Working-Class History of the Americas (Vol. 14 
no. 1, 2017, pp. 133-134). 
 
“Western Hemisphere Act,” in Anti-Immigration in the United States: A Historical Encyclopedia, 
edited by Kathleen Arnold (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2011).  

 

 
WORKS IN PROGRESS  

 
Second Book Project: No Man’s Lands: North American Migration and the Remaking of Peoples and 
Places 

 
Third Book Project: Behind Bars: The Growth of Immigration Detention  

 
 
SELF-ORGANIZED SYMPOSIA  

 
“Histories of Violence and Illegality in Latin America,” Stanford University, Stanford, CA, 
March 2017.  
 
“Pushing Borders: Extending Mexican, U.S. and Chicano Historiographies,” UT Austin, 
Austin, TX, February 2014. 
 
 
 
  



INVITED LECTURES  

 

“Constricted Space: Migrant Detention in North America,” Center Austria at the University 
of New Orleans, LA, May 2019 

“Undocumented Lives: The Untold Story of Mexican Migration,” University of Indiana, IN, 
April 2019 

“Undocumented Lives: The Untold Story of Mexican Migration,” Colby College, ME, April 
2019 

 “Constricted Space: Migrant Detention in North America” Pembroke Center, Brown 
University, RI, April 2018.  

“Migrantes Guatemaltecos en México” Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico 
City, Mexico, April 2018. 

“Ni de aquí ni de allá: Undocumented Migration and Changing Notions of Belonging” 
Princeton University, NJ, May 2017. 

“Mexican Undocumented Migration and Changing Notions of Belonging” Barnard College, 
NY, April 2017. 

“Fighting for Undocumented Migrants’ Rights” in “Rights and Wrongs: A Constitution and 
Citizenship Day Conference at SF State,” SF State, CA, September 2016 

 “Undocumented Lives: National Belonging and the Growth of Undocumented Migration,” 
Conference on Human Trafficking, Labor Migration & Migration Control in Comparative 
Historical Perspective, University of Chicago, October 2015 

 “Local and National Belonging in the Age of Undocumented Migration,” University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, History Department’s 2014-15 Feinberg Family Distinguished 
Lecture Series: Migration Matters, April 2015 

“Exploring the Hidden Archive” in Interdisciplinary Americas Conference, Yale University, 
New Haven, CT, November 2013.  

“‘Indiscriminate and Shameless Sex’: The Strategic Use of Sexuality by the United Farm 
Workers,” CMAS Sexing the Borderlands Symposium, UT Austin, Austin, TX, October 
2012. 

“Mexican Migration and Welfare States: The Rise of Undocumented Migration from 1965 to 
1986,” Department of History, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR, February 2012.  

“Mexican Migration and Welfare States: The Rise of Undocumented Migration from 1965 to 
1986,” University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, February 2012. 



“Transnational Migration, National Politics: The Rise of Mexican Migration to the United 
States,” University of Maryland at Baltimore County, Baltimore, MD, February 2012. 

“Transnational Migration, National Politics: The Rise of Mexican Migration to the United 
States,” Harvard Kennedy School, Cambridge, MA, January 2012.  

“Migración Forzada: La Cambiante Perspectiva del Gobierno Mexicano ante la Emigración,” 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico City, Mexico, March 2010. 

 
 
INVITED WORKSHOPS 

 

“People of Mexican Origin: The Shifting Terrain of Citizenship among People of Mexican 
Origin in the United States,” School of Advanced Research, SAR, Santa Fe, NM, March 
2019.  

“The Creation of Surplus Citizens,” Berkeley University, Berkeley Latin American History, 
Nov 2015. 

“Neither Here nor There: Mexicans’ Movement between 1965 and 1986” in conference 
“Aquí y Allá:  Migrations in Latin American Labor History,” Duke University, Durham, NC, 
May 2014. 

“Migrant Communities and Identities” Latin American Studies Working Group Workshop, 
Yale University, New Haven, CT, March 2014. 

 “‘Indiscriminate and Shameless Sex’: The Strategic Deployment of Sexuality by the United 
Farm Workers,” Workshop on the Reproduction of Race and Racial Ideologies, University 
of Chicago, Chicago, IL, April 2010. 

 
PRESENTATIONS AT PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS   

 
 
“Constricted Space: Migrant Detention in North America,” Annual Meeting of the 
Organization of American Historians, Philadelphia, PA, April 2019. 
 
Roundtable on Undocumented Lives: The Untold Story of Mexican Migration Annual Meeting of the 
Humanist Sociology Association, Detroit, MI, November 2018. 
 
“Transnational Organizing in Ethnic Mexican Communities,” Annual Meeting of the 
Organization of American Historians, New Orleans, LA, April 2017.  
 



Roundtable discussion, “That's His Place!: Horacio N. Roque Ramírez and Queer 
Latina/o/x Histories,” American Historical Association, Denver, CO, January 2017. 
 
“Fifty Years of Mexican Immigration to the United States, from Hart-Celler to the Present,” 
Annual Meeting of the Latin American Historical Association, New York City, NY, May 
2016.  
 
“The Demographics of Mexican Migration,” Annual Meeting of the Organization of 
American Historians, Providence, RI, April 2016.  
 
 
“Transnational Fight for the Rights of Undocumented Migrants, 1965–86,” Annual Meeting 
of the Historical American Association, New York City, NY, January 2015.  
 
“‘Boundless Aliens’: U.S. Immigration Policies in the 1970s Economic Recession” The 
Histories of American Capitalism Conference, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, November 
2014.  
 
“Sexuality in the UFW,” Chicano Power Conference, UC Santa Barbara, CA, February 2014. 
 
“Superfluous Subjects: Mexican Migration in the 1970s” Tepoztlán Institute for the 
Transnational History of the Americas, Mexico, August 2013. 
 
“Strengthening ‘La Jaula de Oro’: The Passage of the Immigration Reform and Control 
Act,” Borderlands and Latino Studies Conference, The Newberry Library, Chicago, IL, April 
2013.   
 
“De Terruño a Terruño: Re-imagining Belonging Through the Creation of Clubs Sociales,” 
Annual Meeting of the American Studies Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico, November 
2012. 
  
“Queer Ideologies, Straight Migrations: The Role of Sexuality in Mexican Undocumented 
Migration, 1965-1986,” Tepoztlán Institute for the Transnational History of the Americas, 
Mexico, August 2012. 
 

“From Operation Wetback to Operación Frontera: Mexico’s Emigration Policies and the 
Creation of Superfluous Subjects,” Annual Meeting of the Latin American Studies 
Association, San Francisco, CA, May 2012. 

“Distinct Desires: Mexican Women’s Families & Migration (1970s-80s),” Women’s, Gender, 
and Sexuality Studies Colloquium, Yale University, New Haven, CT, September 2011. 



“‘Our Own Welfare Society’: Debating the Relationship between Mexican Migration, Family 
Constructs and Welfare in the 1970s,” Annual Meeting of the American Studies Association, 
San Antonio, TX, November 2010. 

“Redrawing the Borders of Labor Activism: An Analysis of the UFW's Racialized Sexual 
Discourse,” Annual Meeting of the Organization of American Historians, Seattle, WA, 
March 2009. 

“‘Indiscriminate and Shameless Sex’: The Strategic Deployment of Sexuality by the United 
Farm Workers,” Yale-Brown Latin@ Studies Conference, Brown University, Providence, RI, 
April 2008.  

 
GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND HONORS 

 
2017-2019 Sakurako & William Fisher Family Faculty Scholar, Stanford University 
2017-2018 CCSRE Faculty Research Fellowship, Stanford University 
2014-2015 Clayman Faculty Fellow, Stanford University  
2013-2014 Donald D. Harrington Fellowship, UT Austin 
2012-2013 CCSRE Faculty Research Fellowship, Stanford University 
2012 Ralph Henry Gabriel Prize for best dissertation in American Studies, 

American Studies Association. 
2011-2012 Beca CONACYT en el Extranjero, Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología, 

Mexico  
2010-2011 Leylan Fellowship in the Humanities, Yale University 
2009-2010 MacMillan Center Dissertation Research Grant, Yale University  
2009-2010 Fund for Lesbian and Gay Studies Research Grant, Yale University 
2009  Women, Religion and Globalization Fellowship, Yale University 
2005   Phi Beta Kappa 
2005 Martin Baro Human Rights Essay Prize, University of Chicago 
2004  Student Marshall Award, University of Chicago 
 
TEACHING 

 
“Graduate Research Seminar: Migration” winter 2017, Stanford University 
“Research Seminar for Majors,” fall 2016, Stanford University 
“Mexican Migration to the United States,” fall 2016, Stanford University 
“Modern Mexico,” winter 2016, Stanford University 
“Research Seminar for Majors,” fall 2015, Stanford University 
“Mexican Migration to the United States,” fall 2015, Stanford University 
“Mexicans in the United States,” spring 2015, Stanford University 
“Twentieth Century U.S. History,” spring 2015, Stanford University 
“Transnational Latina/o History,” winter 2015, Stanford University 
 “Citizenship and Sovereignty,” fall 2014, Stanford University   



 “Transnational Latin American Migration to the United States,” spring 2013, Stanford 
University. 
“Borders and Borderlands in Modern Mexico,” spring 2013, Stanford University. 
“Governance, Resistance, and Identity in Modern Mexico,” winter 2013, Stanford 
University. 
 
ACADEMIC SERVICE  

 
Prize Committee, History Department, 2018-2019 
Committee-in-Charge Member, Modern Thought and Literature, Stanford University, 2018-
present 
Committee-in-Charge Member, Latin American Studies Program, Stanford University, 2016-
present 
Committee-in-Charge Member, American Studies Program, Stanford University, 2012-
present 
Undergraduate Studies Committee, History Department, Stanford University, 2015-2016 
Prizes Committee, History Department, Stanford University, 2015-2016 
Postdoctoral Fellowship Committee, Clayman Institute, Stanford University, 2014-2015 
Graduate Fellowships Selection Committee, CCSRE, Stanford University, 2014-2015 
Faculty Appointments Committee, History Department, Stanford University, 2014-2015 
Diversity Committee, History Department, Stanford University, 2012-2013.  
Historical Conversations Committee, History Department, Stanford University, 2012-2013 
 
 
NEWS  
 

 
I have written for: 
The New York Times  
The Atlantic,  
The Washington Post 
The LA Times  
 
My work has been cited in: 
The New Yorker  
NPR 
Univision 
“The Weeds” policy podcast   
 
I have been interviewed by: 
Univision  
NPR’s Here and Now 
C-SPAN 



PRI’s The World  
Vox.com  
KCBS  
KPFA 
 
I was also the historian and cultural interpreter for a special report on NPR’s Morning Edition 
on the Borderland, where we drove for two weeks back and forth across the US-Mexico 
border.  


